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THE MAGAZINE OF THE VENTA GROUP

We had a great time
at the Church Hall
on Sunday 14th June
gathering together to
eat and talk and worship
together. We're in the
process of looking at
our services and thinking
about what we'll do from
September especially,
and hope that something
like this might be
part of it.

Sparklers

Toys, crafts, songs and new friends for 0-4s and their parents,
grandparents and carers.

Every Tuesday morning from 10-11am at Stoke Church Hall
Find out more at www.venta-group.org

f ‘Sparklers Stoke Holy Cross’
cathrynbaker@gmail.com

or call 01508 492305

ARMINGHALL, CAISTOR ST EDMUND, STOKE HOLY CROSS with DUNSTON




R.B. COPPING

FUNERAL SERVICE

Independent Family Funerals Directors Since 1935

For Personal Attention
with Dignity and Respect

Private Chapels of Rest

Memorials & floral tributes
supplied

Pre-paid funeral plans
available

www.coppingfunerals.co.uk
01508 494434

01508 521159
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OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK
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Contact Martin Dennis on

on mobile: 07901 898769 or E: martin@stylewindows.co.uk
3-4 Station Way, Brandon I1P27 OBH

Phoenix Financial Consultants Ltd (Company No 7436334) is authorised and rt
(Financial Services Register No 539195). Phoenix is a credit broker not
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The months since the end of January, when | was
appointed to a new post, have gone so quickly
that | can hardly believe | am writing to you for the
last time. In fact, if you don't get round to reading
your magazine by 5th July, I will have finished
already. So many of you around the community
have been part of our lives for so long that it is
hard to know what to say except an enormous
thank you for all the ways that you have been a
blessing to me and Cathryn and our children and
the churches over the last 14 years.

Apart from thank you and goodbye, it is hard

to know exactly what to write this month, or

at least hard to know what one thing to write.

But something did occur to me as | started the
process of tidying through our house and came
across the removal van you can see in place of my picture at the top here. | bought it to use
at one of the first services when we arrived, and then it got tucked away in a drawer, ready to
be found at exactly the right moment.

That day fourteen years ago, Cathryn and |, and the two children we had at that point, arrived
with everything we owned packed into one of those trucks. In the years that have followed,
two children have become three, and grown, and | suspect the van that comes in July will be
fuller than the one that arrived in 2012. But the question | asked that day is still a good one
for me, and a good one for you. Is our life the contents of a removals van? Is it the contents
of our diary? Our bank account? You get the picture.

My life is none of those things. Of course | have stuff, and a diary, and a bank account, but
none of those defines me anymore than you might say it defines you. You might express it
differently, and lots of you in conversations we've had over the years, but my life is defined
entirely by Jesus Christ. Cathryn and | are starting new jobs; two of our children are going
to new schools; one is heading off on a gap year; but amidst all that change, each of us is
confident that Jesus is taking us to the place where he wants us to go, and he will be with us
where we go.

The amazing thing about Jesus is that he can go with us, as well as stay here with all of you,
and continue to prompt you with that question about what your life consists of. There are so
many people in the churches here who would love to continue to talk about the life which

Jesus offers, which is so much more

than possessions or money or the
"PICKFORDS

end is the only thing that is forever.

Maybe we'll bump into each other
around Norfolk sometime soon.
Maybe, following Jesus together, we'll

bump into each other

things we have to do, and which in the
Overseas REmovn
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again in eternity. But
until then, again, thank
you, and goodbye.

VICAR OF THE VENTA GROUP

Stoke Holy Cross with Dunston, Arminghall and Caistor St Edmund.
(Until 5th July) Rob Baker, The Vicarage, Mill Road, Stoke Holy Cross, NR14 8PA
rob@venta-group.org 01508 492305

For all administrative enquiries please contact admin@venta-group.org

Search Facebook and Youtube for “Venta group of churches”
www.venta-group.org @venta_group
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CHURCHWARDENS

Stoke Holy Cross & Dunston
Viv (493438)

Arminghall

Jade 07471709568
admin@venta-group.org

Caistor St Edmund
Jani (07557 774520)

ST GEORGE'S HALL
BOOKINGS:
Barbara Cutts 07739 663350

stgeorgeshall@venta-group.org
STOKE CHURCH HALL

BOOKINGS:

Karen (07761 076954)
email: karenp1963@hotmail.co.uk

STOKE HOLY CROSS
COMMUNITY HALL
BOOKINGS:

email: shc.communityhall@gmail.com
https://www.shc-communityhall.com

FROM THE REGISTERS

We continue to pray for all those who
have lost loved ones recently, or are
remembering someone particularly at
this time of year.

BAPTISMS

JORAH CAROCA
21¢* May at Stoke Holy Cross

&

DARIUS CAROCA
21t May at Stoke Holy Cross

FUNERAL
MARY KELLAM

25% June at Earlham Crematorium

We are always happy to record the names of

anyone from the villages whose funeral has

been held recently, even if it wasn't taken by
a member of our ministry team.

FOR ALL
COPY PLEASE

send by email to Rob to

admin@venta-group.org

By 10t of this month please.
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Adult
Learning

A

Courses run throughout the year in
Norwich and King's Lynn

www.norfolk.gov.uk/adultlearning
0344 800 8020 (option 5)

CALL BACK WEBSITE

*If you earn less than £25,750 a year or receive an income related benefit



Arminghall
Village Hall
— Open for
Public Hire

At the heart of rural Norfolk’s community life since 1952, Arminghall Village Hall is now
available for public hire following extensive refurbishment works.

Serving the parishes of Caistor St Edmund and Bixley, and conveniently located just
outside Norwich, the hall has long played an important role in local history and village
life. While not a listed building, it is recognised as a valued non-designated local
heritage asset.

Thanks to support from Section 106 funding, the Community Infrastructure Levy, and
grant funding, the hall underwent significant refurbishment and re-roofing works during
2025/26. These improvements have helped preserve the building for future generations
and reopened this cherished community space for wider public use.
The hall offers:
® An entrance porch
® A main hall
® Rear storage room
® Tables and seating available for use

Whether you are planning a community meeting, exercise class, hobby group, children’s

activity, celebration, or regular club session, Arminghall Village Hall provides an
affordable and welcoming venue.

The standard hire charge is just £8.00 per hour, with discounted rates available for block
bookings of six sessions or more.

The Parish Council hopes to continue improving the hall in future phases, including the
addition of kitchen and toilet facilities, subject to securing further grant funding.

By hiring the hall, you are helping to support and preserve an important local community
asset.

For all booking enquiries, please contact Diane Bainbridge;
arminghall.villagehall@gmail.com
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STOKE
HOLY CROSS
THURSDAY CLUB

It's amazing a few weeks ago we
were all complaining about the
cold weather and wishing for
summer now it's in reverse and we
are all complaining about the hot
weather. But that is as it should be
after all what would the English
talk about if not the weather.
Joining us on the first Thursday
of every month you will definitely
be chatting about other things, as
well as the weather.

You will receive a very warm
reception the moment you walk
through the door. The reception

will not bring you out in a hot

sweat but it will feel like a cosy
cuddle in a warm cocoon. Follow
that with a lovely cuppa and the

obligatory biscuits and you will
wonder why you haven't been to

see us before.

If you are over 55 and worried
about coming to a place with
lots of strangers, please don't,
we won't be strangers for long. If
you are still concerned give me a
call and I'll try to answer all your
questions and put your mind at
ease - Carol 01508 494544.

DATES FOR JULY
(DOORS OPEN 1.00PM)

Thursday 2 July - Club Day
Thursday 9 & 23 July - Bingo

Thursday 16 & 30t July -
Games afternoon

Thursday 6t August - Club day

Thursday 13t & 27t August -
Bingo

Thursday 20t August - Games.

We really look forward
to seeing you.

S
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£ Caistor Cream

Teas 2006 )

hd

We will be serving Cream Teas at Caistor St Edmund
Church again this summer on

Sundays
August 16th, 23rd & 30th 2026

o}
Sept 6th 2026
2pm - 5pm

(cash and card accepted)
With plants, garden produce and cake ‘bring & buy’ stall

There will be ‘Songs and Praise ' on Sept 6 at 5pm —
do stay and join in after enjoying a Cream Tea!
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Saying Farewell

The Bakers are moving on and we would like you to join us to
say goodbye. There are a couple of things happening to which
everyone is really, really, welcome and they would love to see
you.

Rob, Cathryn, Jonathan, Grace and Sam invite you to join
them at the Vicarage on Sunday 28th June. There will be drinks
and cakes and an All Invited gathering for all ages from 3.30-
5pm, followed by a BBQ in the garden. If you would like to
come to the BBQ, please book a place at tinyurl.com/
ventabbg or scan the QR code below, so we can cater for
everyone.

Their last Sunday service will be at Stoke Holy Cross church
will be on Sunday 5% July at 10-30am, where we will thank
them for their service here in our group of churches. This
service will be followed by a “Bring and Share” lunch. Please
email Viv (address below) to let her know what you will be
bringing, or sign up at a service.

We are currently collecting for a leaving gift and, if you would
like to join in with this, please could you

. send any donations to Viv, in an envelope marked for
Rob, to 51 Norwich Rd, Stoke Holy Cross, NR14 8AB

. hand in a marked envelope at any service

. email Viv (carringtonvj@gmail.com)
if you need any further help with this
With thanks

Viv Carrington & Jani Wymer,
Churchwardens
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BUENA VISTA
SOCIAL CLUB

At Poringland Community Centre

)

Dates for your Diary
Film Night September 4"
Film Night October 2
Film Night November 6

Film December 4t

e e oo 0000 0 e

For more information phone

John on 01508 494358
Or Carol on 01508 492630

o e

COMMUNITY
CINEMA

AT PORINGLAND COMMUNITY
CENTRE

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
FRIDAY 11* September
FRIDAY 9* October
FRIDAY 13t November

Friday 11t December




Coffee and chat

Coffee, chat and company on Thursdays
10.30-11.30am at Stoke Church Hall
2nd & 16th April | 7th & 21st May

(at the Vicarage on 7th May)
4th & 18th June | 2nd & 16th July

W. & 20th August

Short communion service at 10am
¥ right before Coffee & Chat
on the first Thursday of the month /
(dates in white above)

group.org | Facebook/ “Venta Group of Churches™ | admin@venta grouporg | 01508 492305

# 150 Years of Stoke Holy Cross Primary School 4

& Join Our Celebration! &

In 2026, we proudly celebrate 150 years at the heart of our
community, and we’d love you to be part of it.

Friday 2nd October 2026
@ Stoke Holy Cross Primary School

D Get Involved:
. Share your memories and stories
. Send in photos from years gone by
. Lend school artefacts or memorabilia
. Suggestideas for the celebration

Whether you’re a former pupil, current family, or community
member, you are part of our story.

(% Save the date and celebrate with us!

If you would like to get involved with lending items or have ideas
to share, please getin touch.

office@stokeholycross.norfolk.sch.uk
01508 493132

Miss J. Chaney
Headteacher

And the Stoke Holy Cross Staff Team

'

Summer Sundays
in the Venta group
of churches

Communion service for everyone
at Caistor St Edmund

Communion service for everyone
at Stoke Holy Cross

’ Communion service for everyone

at Caistor St Edmund

More traditional communion service at
Stoke Holy Cross

Joint communion service with the
Poringland churches at Stoke Holy Cross

wwwiventa-group.org admin@venta-group.org 01508 492305

YEARS 5-11%

Thursdays |
Stoke Holy Cross Church Hall

4th: Club Night

11th: Theme Night: What a Waste!
18th: Man Hunt @ The Church
25th: Sports @ The Park

2nd: Club Night
9th: Water Games @ The Park
16th: Theme Night: Summer!

Norwich
p YOUTH
FOR CHRIST

Venta Group
of Churches

W




Surlingham Timeshare

Swimming Pool
NR14 7AL

Are you interested in having an indoor heated
swimming pool exclusively for yourself,
family and friends?

If so please contact
Tim Mack (01508) 538206

info@surlinghamtimesharepool.co.uk
orgoto
www.surlinghamtimesharepool.co.uk

3, 6 or 12 monthly bookings for weekly slots
available, “also one offs”

Open seven days a week 6.30am-10.00pm

We are 6 miles SE of Norwich between
Surlingham and Rockland St. Mary

 TOWNSEND'LTD

OIL = GAS - HEATING SERVICES

g L

* Boiler Replacement
* System Upgrade & Maintenance

* Power Flushing

* Oil Tank Replacement
® OFTEC & Gas Safe Registered

¢ All at competitive prices

Call today for more information
and a free estimate

Double Glazing Repairs
Replacement Sealed Units
Window Hinges, Handles

Door locks e Cat flaps

WWW cooper home services.co.uk

01308 480851 07962 711488

@ S & C Window Repairs

Free estimates, no call out charge
Local independent business

Repairs to double glazed windows, doors and conservatories

Steamed up windows, broken handles, hinges, gasket,
plus cat flaps, door panels and more...

Q 01603 520136 | 0800 1601932

@ sandcwindows@gmail.com

www.sandcwindows.co.uk

% PC or Mac Running Slow?

Bailiwick ITLtd. GOt A Virus? Wi-Fi help?

For a friendly, professional
& prompt IT service,

please call Joe Richards on 01953 718421
& 07928 326008

Email: help@bailiwickit.com %
Website: www.bailiwickit.com l\ 7

99 Yarmouth Road,
oSSWw, Ellingham, NR35 2PH
QQ’ of AP@ Opening Times: T
ELLINGHAM Mon - Fri: 8:30 - 5pm e

7 DELIVERY SERVICE

Need something
but can't get into shop?

‘We have a very reliable
delivery service which has been
running for over 20 years.

No matter how big or
small in the whole store
we're happy to help...

01508 518400 | www.crosswaysofellingham.co.uk



Adopt and make a new
friend today...

Sponsoring a horse, pony,
or donkey at Redwings is a
fantastic way to support
our charity and make a
new friend in the process -
it's the next best thing to
owning your own!

Many of our residents have
endured terrible starts in life,
so sponsoring an Adoption
Star from just £2 a month
ensures they continue
enjoying a safe, happy and
forever home at Redwings.

Est. 1984

redwings.org.uk/adoption

01508 505246

Louise Cartwright (M.Ost),

Professional Osteopath
Registered with The General Osteopathic Council,
15 Years Experience

For the treatment of Neck, Back and Joint pain,
Sports injuries and Rehabilitation.
Rookery Park Golf Club, Carlton Colville, NR33 8HJ, 07876255168

Please book online at
www.greenviewtherapysuite.co.uk

Also available Tuesdays at Saxon Wellbeing, Beccles, 01502 717417
appointments@saxonwellbeing.co.uk

WAVENEY

STOVES, FIREPLACES
& RANGE COOKERS

Range Cookers; 0il, Electric, Gas & Woodfired.
Multifuel, Woodburning & Electric Stoves,

Electric Fires, Fireplace Surrounds

01508 518863

Opening Hours: Tues - Sat 9.30 - 4.30
123a 0ld Yarmouth Road, Ellingham, NR35 2PG

www.waveneystoves.co.uk

"®lsted: 254295 Charity: 103

High quality local
childcare for
2 1/2 to 4 year olds

SAVA AB

For this curreént school year and next

Contact us:

email: manager@shxpreschool.co.uk
tel: 07305617153
www: shxpreschool.co.uk

L__

The Pa\nllon Long Lane, Stoke Holy Cross, NR14 8LY

Thisis whatwe are herefor.. (itmsdestroymllllonsofconﬁdentlal
documents for residents & businessesin East Anglia

( Est1997 )
Call Richard - 07940888040 - Anytime

Sports Massage

ease & prevent pain (not just sports people)
With Cally in Shotesham
Mweaud;—‘\
Vif

www.MoveandMassage.co.uk
07714 896033




JULY 2026

WORSHIP,PRAYER AND COMMUNITY IN OURVILLAGE CHURCHES

Woning Wership al Caister SU Ldmund al, 950am,

19 July Holy Communion

Wowning Worship al Stoke Hoby (ross al 1050am,

5% July Informal morning worship & lunch afterwards
(Bakers’ final service)

12t July Informal morning worship with communion
19% July Informal Morning Worship

26 July More traditional Communion service

Widireek, gatherings in Juby
Every Wednesday at 8.30am Morning Prayer thc

15t July 7pm online Monthly evening prayer meeting

2" July 10am at the Church Hall Holy Communion
Followed at 10.30 by Coffee and Chat

16 July 10.30am at the Church Hall Coffee and Chat

Caistor and, Wuminghatt, chwueh buibdings awe spen aboul 10-4 daity -
space Lo vefbeck, and, Lo pray

Craft, fun, si-nging' énd frierndship for 0-4s and

their parents, grandparents and carers.

Email cathrynbaker@gmail.com or find us Thursdays 7.-'30 -9 pm
on Facebook Stoke Holy Cross Church Hall

Every week in school term—just drop in and join us | |Sign up for email updates here|




J’s Maintenance

senvices

¢ Painting internally / externally

¢ Gutter clearing and repairs

-~ FULLY

A

® Fence repairs

® Roof repairs

€ Door repairs

Garden tidy

| KITCHEN SENSE

of Harleston

Beautifully Designed,
Expertly Crafted

Free design & quote service

40 years of transforming homes

Family business

Visit our showrooms in Harleston

01379 852592, www.kitchen-sense.co.uk
Monday- Friday, 9am-5pm.

Saturdays by appointment only

62 London Road, Harleston, Norfolk, I1P20 982

Howsham

M emorials

6ast

More Care, Less Cost

Local independent memorial specialist
to Beccles & surrounding areas...

/.: 11 Hungate, Beccles, NR34 9TT

01502 219300
howshameast@gmail.com

3




Up to 25% off Selected Bllnds

Call 01508 828010
norwichsunblinds

T's & C’s apply | www.norwichsunblinds.co.uk

Bathrooms ( Retrooms Ltd

Since establishing our family run business in 2000, we have been striving to
make your dream a reality! |
To find out what we can do for your home today, contact us to get a free home |
design visit, and allow us to help you create the beautiful new bathroom or
kitchen you've been dreaming of.

ﬂ" So what are you waiting for?
FREE tlleﬁrgm OUIgia G Wlth : r Unit 1, Taverham Nursery Centre
every FULL installation! "l Fir Covert Road

5. Taverham
En-Suites - Shower Rooms - | Norwich
Bathrooms - Wetrooms - Lo : NR8 6HT

Kitchens - Cloakrooms _ i 01603 400134
| coopersbandwltd@hotmail.com

Supply Only - Supply and Install S www.coopersbathrooms.com

Tiling - Plastering - Electrical - Monday - Friday: 09:00 - 17:30

Plumbing - Small Building Works : Saturday: 10:00 - 14:00
Grant Work Undertaken g Sunday: CLOSED

Designed & Printed by Anglia Print Ltd - 01603 629291 - info@angliaprint.co.uk - www.angliaprint.co.uk



