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appy New Year to all of you! After a year
H which seems to have been full of darkness,

with you | am hoping and praying that
2021 will be full of colour and light.

You might have read last month as | wrote about
how hard it is to see colour in the dark — about
the difference between painting when it is light
and when it isn't. It got me thinking about the
difficulty that some of us have with colours even
when we can see them.

While we talk about “colour blindness”, it's not
usual that someone can't tell the difference
between any colours at all. Normally it is shades
of red, yellow and green that are the problem.
(Presumably the traffic light joke goes without
saying.) | knew that it was more common in men than women, but apparently as
many as 1in 12 men have this trouble. | expect most of them realise before too long.

This New Year, starting on 14th January as you can see from the separate advert on
this page, we will be running our first online Alpha course. We've done lots before
in the churches, but always in person. By doing it online we know we will be safe
from Covid-19 complications like changing tier restrictions, quite apart from any risk
of infection. But it also means that if you might normally struggle to get out in the
evening for any reason, as long as you have the internet you can still join in with us.
Perhaps watching something on a screen and chatting about it online afterwards is
an easier way to explore faith than with a physical group of people you haven't met
before?

So while doing Alpha online is safer for us in a mixture of ways, there is still a risk that
you will end up seeing things very differently. You can take my word for this, because
about 20 years ago now | did the Alpha course. Through Alpha | came to realise that
until then | had believed in Jesus, but | hadn't really thought it was very important. |
found out that he had given everything for me, and from then on he meant everything
to me as well. It made me want to live for him. This year hasn't been easy for any of
us, including all of us who follow Jesus, and being a Christian for me has never been
about finding an easy way, but following Jesus brings life and joy and peace: eternal
life and joy and peace.

When | discovered all of that, it was like suddenly looking at things in a different way.
It was as though | was seeing the world in colours | had never noticed before — had
almost been blind to. Everything shone. | could see things in a whole new way.

That's my story of coming to see who Jesus is, but you could have one this year too.
Maybe our Alpha course could be the start of you discovering something wonderful in
2021, and it might really be that better year that we have all been hoping for.

Rob

VICAR OF THE VENTA GROUP

Stoke Holy Cross with Dunston, Arminghall and Caistor St Edmund
Rob Baker, The Vicarage, Mill Road, Stoke Holy Cross, NR14 8PA
rob@venta-group.org 01508 492305

CURATE
Lyn Marsh, 8 Mill Green, Stoke Holy Cross, NR14 8PB
Lyn@venta-group.org 01508 493422

Search Facebook and Youtube for “Venta group of churches”
www.venta-group.org E_] @venta_group

Freefor All

CHURCHWARDENS

Stoke Holy Cross & Dunston
Viv (493438) & Andy (07485 151051)

Arminghall
Annie (495580)

Caistor St Edmund
Jani (493572) & Lia (494137)

ST GEORGE'S HALL
BOOKINGS:

Joyce Williams 492143
STOKE CHURCH HALL
BOOKINGS:

Viv Carrington 493438
STOKE HOLY CROSS
PAVILION BOOKINGS:
Anita Rose (Parish clerk) 491709

We would love to feature
your village organisation
IN A FUTURE MAGAZINE
just get in touch and we will see
what we can do!

Email: ventafreedall@outlook.com

Do you wonder about God?

Maybe you have questions you would
like to ask about where God
may fit into your life?

We are proposing to run an Alpha
course on line about faith online on
Thursday evenings start on
Thursday 14th January,
starting at 7.30pm.

To find out more please contact
Rob at the Vicarage

NEXT EDITION

Items for the next month’s magazine

please send by email to
Henry and Eostre Caswell
by email to

ventafree4all@outlook.com

By 10th of this month please.

The 10th of the month will be the
deadline for all copy for the next
magazine for the time being.
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DUNSTON HALL

Norfolk

i

US THIS SI;RING FOR £1!

E, UNLIMITED GOLF MEMBERSHIP IN APRIL FOR
Y £1 WHEN PURCHASING ANY MEMBEI}SHIP.

CALL 01508 473887
EMAIL GOLFMEMBERSHIPS@DUNSTONHALLHOTEL.CO.UK

CLARKBUILD

NORWICH LTD.

General Building Services ® Adaptions ® Extensions

No Building Jobh is
too Big or Small

Our Services Include:

* Tailored Disables Access Ramps
* Wetroom Design

* Groundworks

* Drain Replacement

* Kitchen & Bathroom design & fit
* Plastering

* Internal Door Widening

* Painting & Decorating

* Free Surveys S CHARTERED

BUILDING = |
7 COMPANY 2

¢ Fully Insured

Call us today for a FREE no obligation quote
01603 742593

mailbox@clarkbuild.co.uk www.clarkbuildnorwich.co.uk
Unit 2 | Buines Way | Bowthorpe | NR5 9JR

~ Easton Countryside Services

Tree Surgery / Maintenance
Tree felling / Stump Removal
Hedgelaying / Planting
Woodland Management

Fully insured and NPTC qualified
Free estimates and advice

Chris Shelton and Jamie Matthews

01953 558907 01603 615106
07748572079 07854782286
ecs.trees@gmail.com

I CARAVAN A+ ZA025

Servicing on your door step

MOBILE SERVICING AND REPAIRS FOR
CARAVANS MOTORHOMES TRAILERS
HORSE BOXES

Ceniled gﬁﬁﬁ: JALK®) '@ /AR Eruma

E-mail caravanandtrailerservices@hotmail.co.uk

www.caravanandtrailerservicesnorfolk.co.uk

07949855380

Double Glazing Repairs
Replacement Sealed Units
Window Hinges, Handles

Door locks e Cat flaps

WWW cooper home services.co.uk

01806 480851 07982 711489

S&C Window Repairs

taking the pane out of damaged windows

Repairs to double glazed windows, doors & conservatories
Local independent business
Free estimates, No call out charge

Steamed up windows, broken handles, hinges, replacement gasket,
plus cat flaps, door panels and more

01603 520136 or 0800 1601932

sandcwindows@gmail.com
. Ld
www.sandcwindows.co.uk [T g7




The Gate of the Year:
A Message of hope to a Troubled Nation

e stand at the gate of the year. A new year is dawning and it's time to say goodbye to the old. We look back for that which has passed
and we look forward to that which is before us.

As we pass through the gate of the year, no one can know what the new year will bring. But God knows!
There's a great lesson to be learned from a generation past. It comes from a message to the people of one of the most powerful nations on
earth as they endured a time of uncertainty and fear.
More than seven decades have passed, but the truths of this message remain. As we stand at the gate of the new year, let us remember
these unshakable truths.

A Message to a Troubled Nation

Princess Elizabeth was only thirteen years old in 1939. The poem that she brought to her father’s attention was written by British poet Minnie
Louise Haskins (1875-1957). Published in 1908 and titled God Knows, the poem was part of a collection of poems in a book titled The Desert.
Years later, this poem gained popularity with a new title, The Gate of the Year, taken from the poem’s first line.

Words of Truth and Hope
King George read the poem'’s preamble to reassure the people of England that their future was secure....in the hands of God.
The poem’s wisdom was true for the English people on that Christmas Day in 1939 and it is true for us today.

As the new year dawns, let us remember that God is our only safe harbor. He is our only true hope. He will lead and direct our lives when we
put our trust in Him. He will light our path and direct our steps as we enter into the new year.

The words of this poem were a message of assurance to a nation at war. They were words of comfort in the loss of loved ones, and words of
hope for war to end. They were words of truth that our God is in control and we need not fear.

God Knows / The Gate of the Year

And | said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
“Give me a light that | may tread safely into the unknown.”
And he replied:

“Go out into the darkness and
put your hand into the Hand of God.

That shall be to you better than light
and safer than a known way.”

So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night.
And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East.

How do you “put your hand into the Hand of God” and let Him lead you this year?

It's not by doing better, it's by believing better. It's by trusting that “God knows. His will is best.”

e Commit this year to knowing Jesus better through reading and studying His Word. When you know Him better, you will love Him more
and you will find peace in Him.

e Commit this year to entering into deeper communion with Jesus through prayer. When you commune with Him more, you will find rest in
Him.

e Commit this year to remembering all that Jesus has done for you and all that He has given you. When you remember Jesus, your mind
will be transformed and God will faithfully conform you more and more to the image of His Son.

As you enter the gate of the year let this be your prayer:

Open to me the gates of righteousness: | will go into them, and | will praise the LORD: This gate of the LORD, into
which the righteous shall enter. I will praise You for You have heard me, and are my salvation. (Psalm 118:19-21)

HAPPY NEW YEAR

(91
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My New Year’s Resolutions

Big Quiz Night

| wonder how many of us write New
Year's Resolutions and manage to keep

them. Fortunately we are given many Some 17,432 people from nearly 500 churches across the UK joined
chances to start all over again in life, together to raise funds for their work.
whether at the beginning of a New Year
o ey [pElntin £ sl s a Christian charity, TearFund believes that everyone has an amazing God-given
The following poem by Robert Fisher potential to create change. They seek to show people around the world how to unlock
might help to raise a smile. these gifts and put them to use in escaping poverty. Many of their partners in this work
| will not throw the cat out of the are local churches, who discover how to offer their communities material and spiritual hope.
window ; oy Stoke Holy Cross was one of those participating churches, with 8 teams comprising a total
Or put a frog in my sister’s bed of 51 participants competing online over Zoom. All competitors were invited to make a
| will not tie my brother's shoelaces discretionary contribution of £5 per person, so imagine or delight to have raised a grand total
together of £677 to date.

Nor jump from the roof of Dad's shed
I shall remember my aunt’s next

birthday

And tidy my room once a week

I'll not moan at Mum’s cooking (not fish
fingers again!)

Nor give her any more of my cheek.

I will not pick my nose if | can help it

I shall fold up my clothes, comb my hair,
| will say please and thank you (even
when | dont mean it)

And never spit or shout or even swear.

| shall write each day in my diary

Try my hardest to be helpful at school

I shall help old ladies cross roads (even
if they don't want to)

And when others are rude I'll stay cool.

I'll go to bed with the owls and be up
with the larks

And close every door behind me

| shall squeeze from the bottom of
every toothpaste tube

And stay where trouble can't find me.
| shall start again, turn over a new leaf,

The picture, taken off Zoom, shows our Quiz Master Andy Harding and just some of our quiz
teams’ members from near and far.

All the money raised will go towards changing the lives of some of the of the people in the
greatest need, all around our world. For example, £16 can release two complete households

Leave my bad old ways forever from hunger by simply giving them 5kg of weather-proof seeds to produce an abundant
Shall I start them this year, or next year? harvest.
Shall I sometimes, or.......... ? On behalf of Tearfund we thank everyone who took part for your generosity.

New Year Jokes and Trivia

My wife still hasn't told me what my Knock, knock

New Year's resolutions are. What do you say when saying goodbye Who's there?
on New Year's Eve? Abby

My friend asked me where | see See you next year! Abby who

myself in the New Year. |
Where can you find comedians on Al ez

New Year's Eve?

| don’t know as | don’t have 2021 vision.

What did the little champagne bottle
call his father?

Pop

Why do you need a jeweller Waiting for the punchline!

on New Year's Eve?

To ring in the New Year.

(o~



Explaining God

By Danny Dutton, age 8 (written for homework)
One of God's main jobs is making people. He makes them to replace the ones that

die so there will be enough people to take care of things on earth. He doesn't make

grown-ups, just babies. | think because they are smaller and easier to make. That way,
he doesn't have to take up his valuable time teaching them to talk and walk. He can just leave
that to mothers and fathers.

God's second most important job is listening to prayers. An awful lot of this goes on, since
some people, like preachers and things, pray at times besides bed time. God doesn't have
time to listen to the radio or TV because of this. Because he hears everything there must

be a terrible lot of noise in is ears, unless he has thought of a way to turn it off. God sees
everything and hears everything and is everywhere which keeps him pretty busy. So you
shouldn’t go wasting his time by going over your mum and dad's head asking for something
they've said you can't have.

Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the hard work like walking on water and performing
miracles and trying to teach the people who didn't want to learn about God. They finally got
tired of him preaching to them and Jesus said they didn't know what they were doing and to
forgive them and God said OK. His dad (God) appreciated everything that he had done and
all his hard work on earth so he told him he didn't have to go out on the road any more, he
could stay in heaven. So he did. And now he helps his dad out by listening to prayers and
seeing things which are important for God to take care of and which ones he can take care of
himself without having to bother God. Like a secretary only more important.

You can pray any time you want and they are sure to hear you because they got it worked out
so one of them is on duty all the time.

But you shouldn't just always think of what God can do for you. |think God put me here and
he can take me back anytime he pleases. And that's why | believe in God.

Two's company, three's a
CI’OWCI = A Curate’s Egg piece from Lyn

was looking forward to their first Christmas with their new addition to the family. Instead

of being two they would be three. He recognised it would be different from previous
Christmases but can anything prepare us for changes in our household numbers? Whether it's
children returning from university for Christmas, or welcoming extended family once again to
join us for our Christmas bubble window, or temporarily moving back into a family home years
after leaving or the death of a partner, all these changes in the composition of our households
make our lives different and often challenging. Our comfort and joy hedgehogs have been
joined by a third in the feeding station — not only is it crowded but there's pushing and shoving
going on as to who can get to the food.

| | ow was your Christmas? Different? | was talking to someone just before Christmas who

Mary and Joseph's new addition to their household certainly changed and challenged

their lives. Jesus the baby, became Jesus the pre-teen, then a teen and finally a man. But
that's jumping ahead a bit. Let's go back to the baby Jesus. The birth of a child is often
accompanied by visitors, carrying cards and cooing over the baby and Jesus’ birth was no
exception. (well they might not have given cards!) A week after his birth when his parents
went to the temple to thank God for his birth, one person, Simeon, on seeing the baby, tells
Mary "a sword will pierce your soul”. Jesus’ birth brought challenges to his family. A change
in circumstances for Mary and Joseph. We don't know much about Jesus’ early life; we don't
know how his parents handled bringing up the Son of God. Except we are told every year
they went to Jerusalem, to attend the Feast of the Passover. They kept the faith. They drew
strength to cope with the challenges of family life from their belief in God and others who
shared their belief in God. This new year, gives you the opportunity to seek strength from
God and the members of the churches in the Venta Group — let us know how we can help
you and may you pray, Lord help me to turn to you and find strength in you when | face
changes
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New Year Comments

This New Year | am going to make a
resolution | can keep.
No dieting all year long.

An optimist stays up until midnight to see
the New Year in.

A pessimist stays up to make sure the

old year leaves - perhaps a good idea for
2020!

Youth is when you're allowed to stay up
late on New Year's Eve.

Middle age is when you're forced to.

New Year's Day Prayer for
Everybody

Dear Lord

So far this year I've done well. | haven't
gossiped, | haven't lost my temper, |
haven't been greedy, grumpy, nasty,
selfish or overindulgent. I'm very thankful
for that. But in a few minutes, Lord, I'm
going to get out of bed and, from then
on, I'm probably going to need a lot
more help.

Amen

The internet was the source for all the above.

Happy New Year
by Eostre

Happy New Year to all
A\ time to reflect and give thanks

Perhaps to dream and a time to look
forward

Pondering on what might have been

Y etatime of expectancy of what lies
ahead

New beginnings with a New Year

Ever hoping and praying for a better
future

Whist remembering and learning from
the past

Y ears go by so treasure each moment
Enjoy those precious times

An opportunity to change things for the
better

Rl on 20211
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CHIMNEY SWEEP. L0

PORINGLAND, NORWICH, NORFOLK

www.mrchimney4u.co.uk
GUILD OF MASTER CHIMNEY SWEEPS MEMBER

| OFFER A PROFESSIONAL, CLEAN AND FRIENDLY
SERVICE/ADVICE

WOOD BURNERS * MULTI-FUEL STOVES* OPEN FIRES
INSET STOVES* INGLENOOK FIRES * AGA/RAYBURN
GAsS/OIL * BIOMASS * CERTIFICATES ISSUED

b Ol
-— - ’ L
j ~ % info@mrchimney4u.co.uk

LD ¢,

’c\‘ \ 01508 493219 oR 07835 757528 ...

Your Local Will Writing Expert

» Wills & Trusts
« Powers of Attorney .‘.’
e b The WillMaker
« Probate e
« Later Life Care Planning
» Home Consultations

01603 927273
07594 275983
Come and see us before you go

info@thewillmaker.co.uk
www.thewillmaker.co.uk

(S Cleaners Us\

. Affordable - Professional - Relia bLej
", t
L4

* Domestic homes only

LOVE
CLEANING?

M Materials:supplied on site
* Car not essential
* Permanent work / same home weekly SELF EMPLOYED
* Hours / days to suit candidate CLEANERS

0 Pollce check and references required REQUIRED!

' I 502 377028 from £10' per: hour

www.cleanersrus.co.uk karen@cleanersrus.co.uk

Surlmgham Timeshare

Swimming Pool

NR14 7AL

Are you interested in having an indoor heated
swimming pool exclusively for yourself,
family and friends?

If S0 please ring

Tim Mack (01508) 538206

orgoto
www.surlinghamtimesharepool.co.uk

3, 6 or 12 monthly bookings for weekly slots
available, “also one offs”

Open seven days a week 6.30am-10.00pm

We are 6 miles SE of Norwich between
Surlingham and Rockland St. Mary

CJ's Garden Machinery.
Service & Repairs

07799 847 026

enquiries@cjgardenmachinery.co.uk

S.W. Contractors

Groundworks & Gardening Services

Patios, Paths, Shedbases, Block Paving, Pipe Work, Fencing,
Gates, Hedge Trimming, Tree Lopping & Pressure Washing,
All other work considered

Simon Wells

Joynt House, Hallback Lane, Arminghall, NR14 8FE
Tel: 01508 495528 Mobile: 07974 303729

:“l" h Dog lovers wanted to care
1 i | for friendly dogs whilst
Barkl their owners are away.
ing Mad

01603 340595 | helen.tyler@barkingmad.uk.com | BarkingMad.uk.com

PC ASSIST @ HOME

QUALITY COMPUTER REPAIR SERVICE
www.pcassistonline.co.uk 01508 471459

Professional Website Design

Plus Computer Support, Help and Training Services

PSLWeb.co.uk 01508 491622




Cresta LOdg€, P()rjngland A POSITIVE APPROACH

TO RESIDENTIAL
AND DEMENTIA CARE

Applying over 50 years of
family experience in care home
management, Cresta lodge
provides long and short-term
residential, and respite care
for elderly people - some
with dementia.

Our devoted staff take pride in
making Cresta lodge a happy,
safe and homely place, our
residents living in small groups
with easy access to traditional
and sensory gardens.

Cresta Lodge Our other f st
95’\ Bungay Road, Poringland care homes are . et Obreg lE ! YQUF
D) Norwich, Norfolk NRT4 7NA - Becclos. Eorchar inferest or to book a visit,
Cygnet CareLtd 01508 492775 ’ please phone or email.

and Blofield.

RESIDENTIAL CARE
cresta@cygnet.care  www.cygnet.care

MATHS TUITION

Exam preparation for
GCSE, IGCSE and A-Level

SUPPLY &
INSTALLATION

OF WOODBURNERS

| Norfolk’s agent for
woonsumwers  Aga, Hunter & Parkray Stoves

Gregg Bontly
MBA, B.Sc.(Hons)

13 Webster Close
Stoke Holy Cross 4

Norwich NR14 8LU “There are only two m PARKRAY(b

CAST IRON STOVES

07905 916 685 lasting things we give our 2toy

. children....one is roots,
01508 498393

“Everyone can grow their maths ability”

www.greggbontly.wixsite.com/maths www.norfolkwoodburners.co.uk

ANCHORAGE SWIMMING POOL,
FITNESS CENTRE AND TENNISCOURT

Indoor Swimming Pool, Fitness Centre and Tennis Court
In Upper Stoke Holy Cross
For your health, fitness and leisure

The indoor poolis lovely and warm at a constant 31 degrees
With fully private half hour slots
Available everyday from 6am until 10pm

Our resident Personal Trainer invites you to our private gym
to get fit and healthy and to improve your quality of life.
Contact Malcolm Guymer on 07986 325282

Call 01508 494032 or 07519 507435
For Details and to book Pool and Tennis Court
Email: info@anchoragepool.co.uk

www.anchoragepool.co.uk




EreeforAll

January

WORSHIP, PRAYER AND COMMUNITY IN OUR VILLAGE CHURCHES

Monday-Saturday from 4th January

9am Mon-Fri zoom.us/j/385426921 Morning Prayer meeting
10am Sat Zoom Meeting ID: 385-426-921 with Bible reading

Sunday 3rd January
9.30 am Caistor St Edmund Praise and Worship

Sunday 1 7t¢h January

9am Caistor St Edmund Holy Communion

Every Sunday morning
10.30am Stoke Holy Cross Church Morning Worship

This service is streamed online every week. You are welcome to join us on Zoom at
https://usO2web.zoom.us/j/706580961 or use the Zoom number 706-580-961 in the app. If you do not have
internet you can join the service by phone—please get in touch for help. Everything will also be available live or
later on our Youtube channel “Venta group of churches”.

LightHouse family sessions

9.30am on our Youtube channel on 10th, 17th, 31st January
4pm in person at Stoke Church on 24th January— email cathrynbaker@gmail.com to book

Caistor church is normally open from [10-4 on Wednesdays and Sundays. At the
moment everything is of course subject to change, so please keep checking our
website, Facebook, and Youtube. Please get in touch if we can help you in any way.

www.venta-group.org | www.facebook.com/ventachurches | rob@venta-group.org | 01508 492305
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M: Gaze

Tel (071 508)548 543

WWWwWimgaze:xCo: uk

Coltd

Covenng aII of Norfolk

Emall mgaze@mgaze.co.uk

1=

Y Sephc

Waste )Removal

Al
and Suffolk

? days;a

Edith Cavell Day Centre
Main Road, Swardeston, NR14 8DU

Providing quality care for older people in and
around Mulbarton and the surrounding villages

We are open from 10.00am until 3.00pm
on Monday / Wednesday / Thursday
and we would be delighted to welcome you
for a free day visit to see what we do
(by appointment please).

For more information call the Day Centre on

01508 578826

or visit www.ecav.co.uk

JOHN HURRELL

HAYTER, TORO & COBRA AUTHORISED
STOCKIST & SERVICE DEALERS

Lawn Mower Servicing & Repairs
Garden Machinery Sales
Comprehensive Spare Parts Service

‘Reliable, Friendly, Family Business with over
50 years experience

01508 492 244

Old School Building, Kirby Road, Kirby Bedon
Norwich, NR14 7DS




L‘ INSTALLATIONS

Plumbing & Heating

REGISTER

GAS SAFE REGISTERED BUSINESS CARRYING OUT
ALL FORMS OF PLUMBING AND HEATING WORK
TO A HIGH STANDARD

BOILER REPLACEMENT
GASINSTALLATION
EXTENSIONS
GENERAL PLUMBING

BOILER SERVICING
HEATING

NEW BUILDS
BATHROOMS

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

CONTACT NOW FOR A FREE QUOTATION

07920260278
01508 480575

LCINSTALLATIONS.COUK

Find us on:

facebook.

Bespoke Blinds and Curtains
for your home.

norwich

norwichsunblinds.co.uk
01603 334062

11 - 14 Haverscroft Ind Est,

New Road, Attleborough

WINDOWS DOORS
S BIFOLDING DOORS
FREEQUOTATION  PORCHES FASCIAS

a ol .
JE _ NOSALESMEN ~ CONSERVATORIES
o . 1.0.YEAR GUAB{\NTEE & MORE

NO OBLIGATION

s,

Enbance your home and enrich

your life with home improvement

products from BBH

(01603 897350

@ www.bbhltd.co.uk bbhitd [ bbh_kd bbhltd

||/®Jl'

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

SHOWROOM AT:
Units 9-10 = 251 Holt Road - Horsford - Norwich - Norfolk = NR10 3EB
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Cleaners Us

Affordable - Professional - Reliable

ant a pristine, clean home but don’t want to
spend all weekend doing it?

:

S _ We Can Helfp Youl

Trusted in local homes since 2003
Same reliable, police checked, vetted and insured
. cleaner on a regular basis.
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